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Jeremy Corbyn’s election to the leadership of the Labour Party sent 
shock waves throughout British politics. Corbyn, a lifelong socialist, 
was a rank outsider who had dif ficulty even getting on the ballot. Yet 
he ended up trouncing his opponents, winning 60% of the vote. The 
establishment was aghast. The official opposition to the government 
now had as its leader a man who, according to the Daily Telegraph, 
planned ‘to turn Britain into Zimbabwe.’    

How this remarkable twist of events came about is the topic of Alex 
Nunns’ highly readable and richly informed book. Drawing on first-
hand interviews with those involved in the campaign, including its 
most senior figures, Nunns traces the origins of Corbyn’s victory in 
the dissatisfaction with Blairism stirred by the Iraq War and the 2008 
financial crash, the move to the left of the trade unions, and changes in 
the electoral rules of the Labour Party that turned out to be surreally 
at odds with the intentions of those who introduced them. 

Giving full justice to the dramatic swings and nail -bit ing tensions of 
an extraordinary summer in UK polit ics, Nunns tells a story that, until 
now, has received widespread attention but lit t le understanding.
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Chapter 16: Epilogue 
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